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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

More  *49  Goals  Coming  Up 


RADIO  SERVICE 


November  5,  194  8 


Secretary  Br anna n  and  the  Department  program  and  policy  board  are  meeting 
today  to  review  '49  national  goals  on  the  following  commodities j    potatoes,  dairy, 
poultry,  cotton,  tobacco,  flaxseed,    sheep  and  lambs,  rice,  hay,  seeds,  soybeans, 
dry  beans,  and  vegetables.     These  goals  probably  will  be  out  next  week. 

Feed  grain  goals  probably  will  be  out  in  2  or  3  weeks. 

Goals  for  fall  vegetables,  and  vegetables  for  processing  are  not  included 
because  data  in  a  Dec.  18  BAE  report  are  needed.     Likewise,  peanut  s  a  re  not  in- 
cluded because  a  peanut  goal  is  contingent  on  farmer  action  on  marketing  quotas, 
and  sugar  beets  and  cane  are  omitted  because  sugar  is  dealt  with  under  the  Sugar 
Act, 


Farm  Price  Trends  ... 

If  you  noticed  in  BAETs  "Agricultural  Prices"  that  came  out  last  Friday, 
the  percentage  of  parity  of  some  farm  prices  had  dropped  between  -Sept.  15"  and 
Oct.  15.  . 

Com  prices  had  dropped  from  111  to  86%  of  parity.     Hog  prices  had  dropped 
from  150  to  136%  of  parity. .with  some  further  decline  since.     Milk  dropped 
from  121  to  116%. ...and  butter fat  from  116  to  100.  ...vdth  some  further  decline 
later.     Beef  cattle  also  were  down  from  178  to  164%  of  pari ty. ...  and  continued 
to  fall.     Potatoes  dropped  from  82-  to  77%. 


Land  Grant  College  Meet  .  v .  . 

The  Land  Grant  College  Association  is  meeting  here  next  week  (Nov,  9-11). 
The  program  is  based  on  the  report  of  the  President's  Commission  on  Higher  Edu- 
cation. 


Lowell  Treaster,  director  of  information  for  Michigan  State  College,  is 
chairman  of  the  press  relations  committee.    He'll  be  at  the  Willard  Hotel. 


Sugar  Hearing  Nov.  15 


A  public  hearing  will  be  held  here  Nov.  15  on  '49  sugar  requirements  of  con- 
sumers in  the  continental  U.S..... and  establishment  of  marketing  quotas. 


RFD's  Eelp  Put  Up  the  Cribs 


Jack  Kimberly  of  the  Grain  Branch  of  PMA.  is  singing  the  praises  of  the  RFD's 
in  Iofsia  who  helped  with  the  demonstrations  of  building  corn  c  ribs. 

He  told  us  "the  RFD's  gave  us  such  good  advance  notices  that  there  were  sev- 
eral thousand  farmers  at  each  of  the  demonstrations*    For  the  demonstrations,  an 
EFD  usually  acted  as  mc  as  Chuck  Worcester  did  at  Vinton,  Herb  Plambeck  at  Oska- 
lccsap  and  Merrill  Langfitt  at  Greenfield,     They  ran  the  tractor  rodeo  in  the 
morning  and  the  crib-planning  and  building  contest  in  the  afternoon.     They  did  a 
grand  job  everywhere." 

At  the  first  show  in  Vinton,  it  took  the  committee  10  minutes  and  30  seconds 
to  put  up  a  400-bushel  temporary  crib.     Succeeding  committees  at  Oskaloosa,  Green- 
field, Spencer  whittled  a  little  off  each  preceding  record.     Finally  the  worldTs 
champion  crew  at  Clarion  put  up  a  square-cornered  crib  with  poles,  mesh  wire,  and 
with  railroad  ties  f or . sills . and  boards  for  the  floor  and  roof  in  4  minutes  and 
50  seconds. 

The  story  of  the  Iowa  RFD's  could  be  repeated  in  every  State  of  the  Corn 

Belt. 

Foreign  Visitor 


G,  W.  Leeper,  Asso.  Professor  of  Agriculture,  University  of  Melbourne,  Aus- 
tralia; to  visit  State  agricultural  experiment  stations:    Ccrvallis,  Nov,  11; 
St„   Paul ,  Dec,  6;  Madison,  Dec,   8;  Ames,  Dec,  14 j  Columbia,  Mo,,  Dec,  23;  Urbana, 
Jan*  3;  East  Lansing,  Jan,  10,  Ithaca  and  Geneva,  Jan,  31;  and"  New  Brunswick,  Feb, 

Poultry  and  Egg  Situation 

In  the  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  (Nov.  3),  BAE  economists  say  farmers  are 
likely  to  raise  more  chickens  and  turkeys  in  '49  than  in  T48..e.but  farm  market- 
ings of  eggs,  chickens,  and  turkeys  are  not  likely  to- exceed  this  year  until  the 
latter  half  of  next  year.  .  , 

The  rest  of  this  year,  consumers  are  likely  to  get  about  as  many  eggs  as 
last  year,  with  prices  probably  higher. 

Prices  of  chickens  and  turkeys  are  likely  to  be  higher  the  last  quarter  of 
'48  than  a  year  earlic-r, . ,  .and  marketings  somewhat  higher.     Turkeys  may  begin  to 
move;  to -market' in  volume  earlier  this  year  than  last,  and -supplies  for  the  holi- 
day seasons  will  be "smaller.  ' 

Potatoes,  that.  Consumers  Want  - 

With  the  problems  confronting  the  potato  industry,  growers  will  be  interest- 
ed in  the  information  in  the  enclosure  from  a  BAE  study  about  consumers'  buying 
habits  with  regard  to  potatcelT^     The  study  was  carried  on  with  funds  granted- - 
under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act, 
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Developing  Meat-Type  Chickens 

At  a  meeting  last  week  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  the  National  "Chicken  of 
Tomorrow"  Committee  announced  another  three-year  contest.     Inasmuch  as  this  con- 
test is  aimed  at  encouraging  breeders  to  develop  better  meat-type  birds,  this  is 
a  good  time  to  take  stock  of  the  aims  and  progress  in  this  effort.  . 

The  cattle  industry,  of  course,  long  since  has  specialized  on  two  distinct 
types  of  animals  —  dairy  and  beef.     Our  USDA  poultry  .leaders  see  an  opportunity 
for  similar  specialization  in  poultry. 

Aims  in  Project 

Extension  poultryman  H.  L.  Shrader  explains  that  the  aim  is  to  develop  more 
efficient  birds  for  the  grower. ...  reasonably  good  egg  production  and  good  hatch- 
ability  to  satisfy  the  hatche  ryman6 ...  a  bird  with  light  colored  pin  feathers, 
that  is  full-feathered  at  4  weeks,  to  please  the  processor. ... eand  a  plump,  at- 
tractive carcass,  with  a  yellow  skin,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  consumer.  The 
Cornish  breed  is  a  good  meat  bird  with  a  large  breast,  but  it  takes  too  long  to 
grow  to  market  size,  and  lays  only- a  limited  number  of  eggs  each  year. 

What  the  breeders  are  aiming  at  is  a  bird  that  will  reach: 

4  pounds. ...at  12  weeks. ...  on  12  pounds  of  feed. 

That  target  compares  with  the  present  average  in  the  broiler  industry  of 
about  3  to  3.25  pounds  in  12  weeks,  on  12  pounds  of  feed. 

Records  from  the  first  three-year  contest  that  ended  last  summer  indicate 
progress  toward  the  goal.     The  best  record  was  3.57  pounds. ...in  12  weeks. ...on 
11.34  pounds  of  feed.     To  have  re  a  ched"~4  "pound  s  would  have  taken  another  week, 
and  a  corresponding  increase  in  pounds  of  feed.    And  the  average  of  16,000  birds 
in  the  contest  was  3  pounds,  in  12  weeks,  in  a  range  of  3.17  to  4,11  pounds  of 
feed  per  pound  of  gain. 

Shrader  says  the  long-range  goal  is  to  develop  meat  birds  with  25-30%  more 
meat  than  the  present  commercial  breeds.     He  figures  it  may  take  10  years  to  de- 
velop such  strains,  and  to  get  them  into  general  production. 

In  the  process,  the  breeders  hope  to  get  birds  that  will  lay  around -150  to 
175  eggs  'a  year. 

Breeds  arid  Breeding  Methods  .  '-  .. 


Breeders  are  using  various  breeds,  and  breeding  methods,  in  their  efforts 
'to  develop  better  meat  birds.     In  the  first  contest  ended  last  summer,  crossbred 
birds  competed  with  standard  breeds.     Out  of  the  top  8  in  the  contest,  3  were 
crossbreds  carrying  New  Hampshire  blood.... 4  were  New  Hampshi re s. . . , and  1  White 
ftock.     (The  New  Hampshire,  of  course,  " always  has  grown  rapidly-  it.'-  s  a  matter  of 
adding  more  fleshing  to  the  breast.) 

No  inbred  hybrids  were  represented  in  this  contest.     But  a  number  of. breed- 
ers are ' taking  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  hybrid  corn  breeders,  and  are  de- 
veloping inbred  hybrids  for  crosses.     They're  working  on  both  meat.- type  and  . egg- 
type  birds* 
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Developing  Meat-Type  Chickens  (Cont'd) 

Advantages  to  Growers 


Poultry  leaders  figure  that  at  such  time  as  the  superior  meat-type  birds  are 
available  in  volume,  eviscerating  plants  will  pay  higher  prices  for  them.  In 
fact,  in  carload  lots,  perhaps  a  premium  of  as  much  as  3£  to  5p  a  pound. 

The  leaders  think  that  growers  will  be-  quick  to  buy  these  new  meat-type 
chickens.     In  view  of  the  keen  competition  in  the  broiler  industry,  if  an  area 
can  get  a  quarter  pound  more  meat  out  of  the   same  feed,  it  has  a  big  advantage 
over  other  areas. 

The  40  breeders  in  the  contest  this  year  will  put  out  25  to  50  million  chicks 
this  year  —  all  of  which  will  represent  somewhat  better  breeding  than  the  aver- 
age.    In  fact,  the  winner  of  the  contest' alone  will  put  out  about  10  million 
chicks  this  year* 

Ma  r ke  t  ing  Pi an 


One  of  the  interesting  examples  to  date  of  plans  to  build  up  production  and 
markets  for  improved  meat  birds  is  at  Roanoke,  Va.     A  hatchery  puts  out  chicks 
with  poult rymen,  with  instructions  to  bring  them  back  in  12  weeks.     Thus,  the 
ho tcheryman  knows  that  on  a  given  day,  he  will  have  so  many  broilers-,  and  weighing 
so  much,  and  makes  arrangements  for  dressing  and  processing  those  birds.    He  has 
a  contract  with  a  progressive  chain  store  for  his  full  output.    By  carefully 
gauging  the  demand,  including  for  various  holiday  periods,  the  hatcheryman  and 
grocery  concern  arrange  for  just  enough  birds  to  meet  the  demand,  with  few  if 
any  left  over.     The  stores  always  have  fresh-killed  birds ... .with  that  fresh 
taste  just  like  those  killed  and  consumed  on  the  farm.     Partly  as  a  result  of 
•  this  plan, -  poultry  consumption  in  Roanoke  has  increased  9  times. 

Shrader  thinks  there  are  easily  500  other  cities  where  this  same, type  of 
production  and  merchandising  plan  could  be  followed. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

New  Orleans  -  Nov.  7-13  -  G.  E.  Hilbert,  Chief,  Bur.,  of  Agr'l  &  Industrial  Chem- 
istry, at  Southern  Regional  Research  Laboratory.     Tel. j  Audubon  4485. 

New  York  City  -  Nov.  10  -  O.V.  Wells,   Chief,  Bur.  of  Agr'l  Economics,  meeting 
with  Academy  of  Political  Science  of  Columbia  University. 

Millsboro,  Del.  -  Nov.  10  -  F.  P.  Cullinan,  Ass't  Chief,  Bur.  of  Plant  Industry, 
to  inspect  orchards  in  area. 

Portland,  Oreg.   -  Nov.  11  -  I  .Iff.  Duggan,  Governor,  Farm  Credit  Admin. ,  annual 
meeting  of  National  Cooperative  Milk  Producers  Federation. 

New  York  City  -  Novc  6-8  -  Rex  Johnson,  Ass't  Dir.  of  Office  of  Foreign  Agr'l 
Relations  -  35th  National  Foreign  Trade  Convention  at  Waldorf-Astoria. 

Bismarck,  N.D.  -  Nov.  15-16  -  Claude  R.  Wickard,  Administrator,  Rural  Electrifica- 
ti on  Admin.,  attending  meeting  of  N.D.  REA  State-wide  Association. 


TV  Coverage  of  FAQ  Conference 


FAO's  information  section  is  making  arrangements  for  TV  and  motion  picture 
coverage  of  the  International  FAO  Conference  here  Nov.  15-30. ...  for  world-wide 
coverage,  including  the  U.S.     Possibly,  those  of  you  at  TV  stations  may  get  a 
shot  or  so  of  the  conference  in  regular  newsreel  services  to  which  you  subscribe. 
Beyond  that,  Dana  Reynolds,    who  is  coordinating  domestic  radio  and  TV  coverage 
of  the  conference  (see  Among  Ourselves),  has  been  exploring  a  variety  of  possi- 
bilities for  special  services  to  individual  RFD's,     We'll  have  some  special  he.lp 
from' John  Earle,  who  works  on  training  films  for  the  Department  of  the -Army; 
John  is  looking  in  on  our 'shop  briefly -during  a  new-idea-gathering  internship  in 
various  Government  departments. 

Hitching  our  operations  to  FAO's  general  coverage  of  the  conference,  we. have 
been  able  to  come  up  with  a  tentative  offer  of  a  package  show  for  your  localiza- 
tion.    You  can  take  the  entire  package  or  individual  elements  to  handle  as  you 
see  fit. 

"This  is  the  offer  —  reflecting  the  joint  efforts  of  FAO,  USDA's  Motion  Pic- 
ture Service,  and  our  shop: 

Script  —  for  10-  or  15-minute  show  that  can  be  adapted  to  any  of  the 
materials  that  you  request,  and  containing  background  material  on  FAO.  and-  the 
conference.     This  script  will  be  based  on  all  the  materials  listed  below  so.  that 
it  can  be  adapted  for  use  of  stations   selecting  any  or  all  of  this  material. 
(No  charge  for  this,  of  course.) 

2,  Motion  Picture  Coverage  A  —  This  will  be  five-minute  spot  16  mm.  motion 
picture  coverage  of  conference — with  sound  where  appropriate.  You  con  run  your 
own  narration  over  silent  portions  of  film  or  all  of  it,  based  on  background  in 
script  and  local  angles.  This  job  will  be  edited  in  sequence  but  will  not  be  a 
finished  production  by  conventional  motion  picture  standards.  It  will  include 
opening  and  highlights  of  conference,  plus  possible  trip  to  Beltsville,  and  in- 
teresting foreign  shots  as  background  on  FAO  activities.  Hope  to  have  film  de- 
livered to  you  before  the  conference  is  over.     Cost  to  you:  $1Q. 

3,  Motion  Picture  Coverage  B  —  This  will  be  16  mm,   sound  footage — (of  1 
or  2  minutes )  of  local  personality  or  delegate  you  may  specify,     (See  p.  2  of 
last  week's  RFD  Letter  for  dope  on  those  attending  the  conference.)     This  is  one 
of  the  more  problematical  parts  of  our  offer;  it's  contingent  upon  our  catching 
the  parties  right  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  during  the  4  days  the  cameramen 
will  be  covering  the  conference.     Coverage  probably  will  be  of  one  of  two  types: 
a)  Straight  interview  with  reporter,  or  b)  conversation  of  personality  with  con- 
ference dignitary.     Cost  to  you:  |10, 

4,  Still  pictures  —  of  a)  personalities  and  angles  of  interest  to  you  lo- 
cally, b)  general  conference  shots,  and  c)  background  shots  on  FAO  activities 
abroad.     These  will  be  horizontal  mat  prints  8  x  10-g-.       They  can  be  used  along 
with,  or  as  a  substitute  for,  the  movie  footage.     Cost  to  you:     50^  a  print. 


We  must  have  your  orders  by  letter  or  wire  no  later  than  Tuesday,  Nov,  16, 
If  you  order  either  motion  picture  coverage  A  or  B,  payment  should  be  made  to 
FAO.     Mail  checks  to  International  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the 
United  Nations,  1201  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W. ,  Washington,  D.  C,  attention 
Rodney  Chalk.     A  photography  company  here  will  send  you  stills  and  bill  you  direct, 
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L  1  2  E  1  OURSELVES 
TV  Coverage  of  Election 

Those  of  us  around  here  spent  a  "busy  few  hours  Tuesday  night  trying  to  fol- 
low techniques  used  in  TV  coverage  of  the  election  by  the  4  networks  operating 
here  in  the  Northeast.     If  you  think  TV  may  have  added  nothing  to  your  sound  cov- 
erage --  well,  you're  dead  wrong.     The  pick-ups  from  news  rooms, with  commentators, 
etc.,  were  highly  dramatic.     ABC,  for  example,  had  a  large  studio  fitted  up  as  a 
news  room  —  with  its  battery  of  high-powered  commentators  spotted  around, .. .and 
maps. ,. .bulletin  boards. ...  stenographer s. .. .messengers ....  camera  crews,  etc.  To 
describe  it  verbally  is  to   suggest  mass  confusion  --  which,  in  one  sense  it  was. 
But  out  of  it  came  a  highly  informative  and  viewable  show  --  that  was  stark 
drama.     Oh  yes.     Many  of  the  commentators  kept  their  heads  buried  in  bulletins  Cj 
and  scripts  --  and  you  loved  it.     Doesn't  seem  right,  maybe,  but  it  was  for  that 
occasion. 

Well,  now,  to  shift  around  a  little  from  our  seat  in  front  of  the  TV  re- 
ceiver screen,  we 1 11  go  into  the  studio  for  a  few  of  the  details  of  studio  op- 
eration as  Tom  Noone  and  Maynard  Speece  write  us  that  they  sap  it  at  NBC ' s  WNBK 
in  Cleveland.     (WNBK -was  feeding  NBC's  Mid-Western  net.) 

Six  well-known  commentators  kept  track  of  the  political  fortunes  of  candi- 
dates.    One  piece  of  visual  equipment  was  a  ply-wood  map,  6x8  feet,  with  cut- 
outs of  the  various  states  in  color  code,  to  show  a  running  account  of  who  was 
leading  in  the  Presidential  election.     The  cut-outs  were  hung  over  tiny  nails 
protruding  from  the  map  backing.     Besides  the  map,  a  large  "pad  board,"  6  x  10 
feet  was  used  to  support  pads  of  paper  for  each  of  the  48  States,  with  spaces 
for  the  latest  vote  for  each  of  the  major  candidates.     Clerks  kept  filling  in 
these  pads  as  returns  came  in  and  were  tabulated;  and  a  close-up  view  of  each 
of  the  pads  was  given  periodically  throughout  the  broadcast.     The  announcers 
usually  commented  on  the  figures,  without  reading  them,  •  A  third  chart  showed 
the  'results  of  the  Congressional  contests  by  States,  not -individual s ;  States 
were  shifted  back  and  forth  between  the  Democratic  and  Republican  columns,  as 
the  tide  Changed. 

Commercials  were  given  on  a  device  similar  to  the  flannel-graph.  Making 
use  of  a  felt-covered  background  in  dark"  blue,  white  cut-outs  using  sandpaper 
backing  were  hung  on  the  easel  while  an  announcer  gave  the  audio,  commercials. 
Only  a  man's  hand  came  into  the  picture  as  the  cut-outs  were  placed  on  the  chart. 

Other  features  included  two-way  'phone  conversations  between  commentators 
on  camera  and  observers  in  New  York  and  Kansas'  City,  .with  the  TV  audience  hear- 
ing the  observer  in  the  distant  city.  .  Also,  films  dealing  with  the  Presidential 
candidates  run  in  at  psychological  moments.  "" 

Tom  and  Maynard  report  no  make-up  .was  used  by  the  commentators  'and  announ- 
cers, and  wasn*t  missed  for  this  occasion.  They  also  concur  that  reading  lines 
did  not  detract  in  this  particular  type  of  sfyow. 

KDKA's  Farm  Radio  Conference  ... 

KDKAhad  about  100  visitors  7-  including • re pre sentatives  of  a gricul tural 
agencies  and  farm  organizations  —  on  hand  for  its  7th  annual  meeting  of  .agri- 
cultural workers  in  the  Tri -State  area  last  Saturday.     RFD  Homer  Martz  reports 
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A  I1  £.  E  1      £  U  H  jS  E  L  V  E  S  (-ONTTD) 
KDKA*  s  Farm  Radio  Conference  (Continued) 

that  the  conference  has  a  two-fold  aim:     1)  Get  suggestions  and  ideas  from  agri- 
cultural workers  for  the  program  for  the  coming  year;  end  2)  express  appreciation 
to  KDKA's  cooperators . 

Radio  and  TV  on  FAO  Conference 

For  your  background  and  general  information,  we  might  tell  you  a  little  more 
about  radio  and  TV  activities  in  connection  with  the  International  Food  and  Agri- 
culture Organization  Conference  here  Nov.  15-30. 

In  last  weekTs  Letter,  we  outlined  plans  for  special  tape  recordings  for 
RFD's.     If  you  were  so  busy  with  the  election  that  you  missed  it,  you  might  check 
back  (pp.  2  and  3)  for  the  details  of  the  recording  offer,  and  the  tentative  list 
of  delegates. 

This  issue  of  the  Letter  outlines  a  corresponding  plan  for  TV  coverage  for 
RFD*  s .     (See  p.  5) 

USDA  and  FAO  are  spotting  FAO  delegates  from  foreign  countries  with  farm 
families  in  adjoining  States  for  Thanksgiving  dinner.     Tentative  plans  are  under 
way  for  commentators  from  the  various  networks  to  sit  in  on  the  Thanksgiving 
dinners,  as  background  for  their  respective  Thanksgiving  Day  shows.     The  possi- 
bility of  some  type  of  TV  coverage  of  these  dinners  is  also  being  explored,  but 
this  is  very  uncertain  at  the  moment* 

The  press  associations  have  had  their  attention  called  to  possibilities  of 
special  features  from  the  conference  in  addition  to  regular  news  coverage. 

HARFD  has  invited  any  radio-minded  members  of  the  foreign  delegations  —  who 
may  get  to  Chicago  —  to  visit  with  the  RFD's  during  their  meeting. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass 't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosure  s : 


AIS-76  -  People  and  Potatoes 
The  tigricultural  Outlook  Digest 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

November  12,  1948 

FAQ  Conference  Opens  Monday 

At  a  time  when  the  boiling  and  seething  of  varionas  parts  of  the.  world  are 
foremost-  in  the  news,  the  International  Food  srid  Agriculture  Organization  of 
United  Nations  meets  here  (Nov.  15-30)  to  deal  with  one  important  angle  of  world 
troubles  food. 

On  p.  4  of  this  issue  of  the  Letter,  we  carry  a  piece  on  some  of  the  prob- 
lems facing  the  conference. 

The  U.S.  delegation  and  observers  are  essentially  the  same  as  listed  on 
pp.  2-3  of  our  Oct.  29  Letter.     Except  that  Congressman  Schuyler  0.  Bland  of 
Virginia  replaces  Thor.  C.  Tollefson,     And  added  to  the  list  are  Stanley  Andrews 
of  the  Office  of  Military  Government,  and  Miss  Persia  Campbell,  vice  chairman 
of  the  -National  Association  of  Consumers,  : 

We  understand  thot  Lee  Hannify  of  UP  probably  will  do  a  special  5-minute 
feature  on  FAO  each  day  of  the  conference,  in  addition  to  his  regular  "On  the 
Farm  Front,"  and  "Rural  Round-Up"  features. 

May  we  remind  you  again  of  the  offers  on  recordings,  and  TV  film  and  still s, 
outlined  in  our  Letters  last  week  o.nd  the  week  before,. 


Land  Grant  College  Meeting 

About  650  persons  attended  the  62nd  annual  convention  of  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Land-Grant  Colleges  and  Universities  here  in  Washington  this  week. 
Quite  a  bit  of  discussion  centered  on  the  importance  of  broadening  the  college 
courses  for  prospective  agricultural  workers  —  which  includes,  among  other 
things,  more  training  in  how  to  write,  talk,  and  broadcast. 

You  might  like  to  talk  with  the  College  and  Extension  folks  in  your  State 
about  this  and  other  angles  of  the  conference, 

■  New. President  of  the  Association  is  Preaident  John  A.  Hannah  of  Michigan 
State  College.     Chairman  of  the  executive  committee  is  President  J.L.  Morrill, 
University  of  Minnesota*- 


Farm  Income 

Farmers'  cash  receipts  from  marketings  through  November  probably  will  run 
about  $28  billion,  or  c>%  above  the  same  period  last  year, ...  but  receipts  in 
October  and  November  ran  a  little  under  the  same  months  last  year* 
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Crop  Prospects  Increase 

This  week's  BAE  Crop  Report  (as  of  Nov.  1)  indicated  a  further  increase  of 
82  million  bushels   (over  Oct.  1)  in  the  estimated  corn  crop. . . ^assuring  a  record 
corn  crop  of  3,650  million  bushels. 

Outturns  of  cotton,  soybeans,  sorghum  grain,  rice,  buckwheat,  dry  beans, 
potatoes,  tobacco,  broomcorn,  and  cranberries  also  are  estimated  higher  nox«r  than 
Oct.  1. 

With  corn  leading  the  way,  the  total  of  all   T48  crops  offer  a  prospect  of 
137$  of  the   '23-32  base  or  11%  above  the. previous  high  in  '46. 

Cotton  in  Review 


This  week,  BAE  forecast  acotton  crop  of  15,166,000  bales  (as  of  Nov,  1).... 
or  87,000  bales  above  the  :0ct.  1  forecast.  ■• 

Production  in  '47  was  11, 857 ,000. ...  and  averaged  12,014,000  from  '37-46. 
The  record'  crop  for  the  U.S.  was  18,946,000  bales  in  '37. 

Meanwhile,  OFAR' s  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  for  Nov,   15  reports  that  the 
'47-48  crop  year  appears  to  mark  the  end  of  a  10-year  period  of  excessive-world 
cotton  surpluses  that  began  with  the  record  '37-38  world-crop  of  39-million  bales 

World  stocks  July  31,   T48,  are  estimated  at  14  million  bales, . , , compared 
with  17,5  million  a  year  ago,,,, 24, 65  million-2  years  ago.,,, and  23.75  in  '39. 
The  all-time  peak  of  28c5  million  was  reached  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  '45, 

Cotton  Picking  Costs  Up 

BAE'.s,  Farm  Labor.  Report  for  ...Nov.. .  .1.2  indicates  that  wage  'rates  for  picking 
cotton  up  to  November  averaged  $2,90  a  hundred  pounds  of  seed  cotton.  This  is 
25^  a  hundred  more  than  last  yc?r,  and  40/  higher  than  in  '46, 

Cotton  picking  rates  averaged  higher  than  last  year  in  all .  States.. .except...  

Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  California, 

Accidents  on  the  Farm" 


The  first  4  months  of  this  year,   5  persons  were  injured  for  every  100  farms. 
At  least,,  that's  true  if  the  871  counties  that  BAE  sampled  were  typical  of  the 
rest  of  the  country,. 

Time  lost  because  of  those  accidents  averaged  about  22  days,,,, with  nedical, 
dental,  and  ho'sp'ital  cos.t:s-  (for  those  requiring  -such'  care)  averaging  $52  a  person. 

Twice  as  many  farm  people  were  injured  in  falls  as  in  any  =other  type  of     •  ' 
accident. .with  falls  on  ice  leading  the  list.     Next  on  the  list  of  hazards 
came  animals ..,  ...with  horses  and  mules  responsible  for  half  of  these  accidents,, 
and  cattle  other  than  bulls  for  a  third0 


Trucking  Hearings  Under  Way 

'  Hearings  are  under  way  here  in  Washington  before  the  ICC  on  the  so-called 
Harwood • case.     The  purpose  of  the  hearings  is  to  clarify  the  definition  of  manu- 
factured products  as  related  to  truck  transportation. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Act  provides  that  trucks  carrying  unmanufactured 
farm  products  from  one  State  to  another  are  exempted  from  operating  under  regu- 
lations which  'apply  to  general  truck  freight  hauling.     USDA  and  farm  and  trade 
organizations  are  presenting  evidence  to  get  es  much  exemption  as  possible  for 
farm  products. 

Testimony  has  been  presented  so  far  by  several  trade  groups,  State  commis- 
sioners of  agriculture,  packaging  specialists,  and  USDA  representatives. 

The  hearing-s  are  being  held  upon  petition  by  USDA  and  farm  and  trade  organ- 
i  zati  ons,  -    •  • 

Poultry  Advisory  Meeting  Dec,  2-3 

Members  of  PMA's  poultry  industry  advisory  committee  have  been  invited  to 
meet  in  Washington  Dec,  2  and  3  to  discuss  plans  for  price  support  operations 
in  '49,  . 

Members  of  the  committee  include:-    Harry  «J*  Beernink,  Seattle;  H.M.  Black- 
hurst,  Salt  Lake  City;  HtC.'  Kennett:,  Durham ,  N.C.;  Harry  H.  Rieck,  Preston,  Md.  ; 
R,A,  Bogg,s,  Nor th  Birmj. ng ham ,  Ala.;  C.S,  Borden,   (S.S.  Borden  Co.)  Chicago;      '  ; 
Benjamin  I.  Brown  (Producers  Distributing  Agency)  New  York  City;  E-."jI  Davidson 
(Wilson  &  Company),  Chicago;  C,  Dean  Olson,  North  Hollywood,  Calif.;   J.D.  Syke-s  • 
(Ralston  Purina  Co„  ) ,  St,  Louis ;  John  V.B..  Rice,  Trumansburg,  N,Y.  ;  Leslie  S.- 
Hubbard, Lancaster,  Pa. ;  Graydon  McCulley,  Maple  Plains,  Minn, ;  Mark  Swearengen, 
Monroe  City,  Mo. ;  NoeT  Shaver,  Crawford svi lie,  Ind. ;  Waldo  Haldeman\  (American 
Stores ),.  Philadelphia';  Clarence  L.  Sturm-,  Manav/a,  Wise, 


NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS"  EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME) , 
Saturday,  Nov,  20 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  News ,   (2)"When  the  Government  Grades  Meat"  —  Harry 
Reed,  Kay  Nawn,  and  Jack  Towers,  PMA.,  Washington;  Wyatt  Adams,  Government 
•Meat .  Grader,  Chicago.-  —  .12:30  p.m.  •  ■ 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  Nov.  £7 

AB.C  Ame  r  i  c  an  Fa  rme  r ,  U  SDA  .  Ne ws  - 
NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 


-.12*30  p.m.  '     •  •  • 

—  1 *00  p.m. 
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Problems  Before  FAQ  Conference 

Next  week,   representatives  of  most  countries  of  the  world  will  gather  around 
the  table  in  Washington  for  the  fourth  annual  conference  on  farming  and  fo«d8 
During  the  ensuing  10  days  or  2  weeks,  U.S.  farmers  will  keep  a  weather  eye  on 
the  proceedings  for  cues'  as  to  immediate  and  long-range  answers  to  a  number  of 
questions  in  their  minds. 

1.     Is  the  world  facing  another  food  crisis  this  year  that  will  require 
this  country  to  continue  to  scrape  the  bottom  of  the  barrel? 

2S    What's  going  to  happen  to  our  export  market  for  wheat,  cotton,  fruit, 
and  other  farm  products  when  the  crisis  is.  over? 

3,     To  what  extent  is  a  shortage  of  food  at  the  root  of  the  foment  and  con- 
flict in  China,  western  Europe  and  other  areas  that  keep  the  U.S.  in  a  constant 
state  of  alert?    And  what  can  be  done  about  it? 

Not  that  all  of  those  questions  will  be  discussed  and  answered  as  such, 
but  many  factors  underlying  them  will  get  a  good  airing. 

More  Mouths  — ;Less  Food 

Facing  this  conference  is  a  problem  much  like  that  posed  by  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Malthus  more  than  100  years  ago.     In  spite  of  the  many  millions  who  were  killed 
or  starved  to  death  during  the  war,  the  .world  now  has  about  200  million  more 
mouths"  to  feed  than  it  had  at  the  start,  of  World  War  II.     A  population  consider- 
ably larger  than  that  of  the  entire  U.S*  has  been  added.     Not  only  that,  but 
the  world  population  is  'still  growing  at  the  rate  of  close  to  20  million  a  year. 
Each  morning  the  world  needs  to  set  about  55  thousand  more  places  at  the  break- 
fast table  than  it  did  the  day  before.    Yvhere  is  that  food  coming  from? 

Becaue©  of  the   terrific  dislocation  .of  farming  during  the  war  —  much  great- 
er than  anyone  realized  for' a  long  time:/-- -the  world  still  is  not  growing  as 
much  food  a  s  it  did  before-  the  war, Studie  s  being  laid  on  the  table  next  week 
indicate  that  in  most  of  Europe  and  the  F-°r  East,  food  consumption  will  not  be 
back  up  to  the  prewar  level  until  T.50.,.,-and  that's  assuming  no  markedly  unfa- 
vorable weather,  or  other  upsets.   "' 

Meanwhile,  certain  important  foods  such  as  cereals,   rice,  and  fats  remain 
critically  scarce, 

Along  with  food,  the  conference  also  is  taking  stpck  of  the  world  timber 
situation.    An  FAO  report  indicates  that  the  world  appears  to  be  heading  toward 
a  chronic  wood  shortage.  : 

Demand  for  Better  Diets 

On  the  food  side,  the  future  prospects  are  being  changed  not  only  by  in- 
creasing populations  but  also  by  changing  dietary  standards.     Most  foreign  gov- 
ernments are  committed  to  a  policy  of  improving  the  nutritional  levels  of  their 
people. 

Of  the  46  nations  submitting  reports  to  FAO,  only  7  said  that  they  had 
enough  food  to  provide  adequate  nutrition  for  all  of  their  people;  that's 


Problems  Before  FAQ  Conference  (Continued) 


assuming  equitable  distribution  of  available  food.  These  7  countries  include 
Australia,  Canada  and  New  Zealand. t . .Denmark'  and  Norway. e , . Switzerland ... .and 
the  U.S. 

Partly  Distribution  Problem 

In  addition  to  the  efforts  to  boost  total  food  production,  FAO  is  working 
in  cooperation  with  other  international  agencies  to  improve  distribution.  This 
inoludse     correcting  foreign  exchange  difficulties,  restoring  and  organizing 
industrial  facilities,  and  raising  buying  power. 

The  problems  before  the  conference,  in  brief,  are  to  find  how  to  produce 
more  food,  and  get  it  distributed  more  effectively. 

In  next  week1 s  RFD  Letter,  weTll  sketch  a  few  of  the  activities  under  way 
to  meet  those  problems. 

USPA  Official  Travel 

Chicago  -  Nov.  29  -  O.V.  Wells,   Chief,  Bur.  Agr'l  Economics,  address  the  Nat'l 
Association  of  County  Agr'l  Agents  at  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel. 

Denver  -  Nov.  15-17  -  Dr.  P.N.  Annand,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quar- 
antine, Grasshopper  Conference  with  Advisory  Committee  of  Grasshopper  infected  . 
States..    Contact  -  Regional  office,  135  Speer  Blvd.  Tel:  TAber  2329. 

New  York  City  -  Nov.  18-19  -  F.  P.  Cullinan,  Ass't  Chief,  Bur.  of  Plant  Industry, 
meeting  on  Golden  Nematode  of  potatoes.     Contact  -  Cornell  Club. 

Columbus,  0.   -  Nov.  12-17  -  Dr.  R.M.  Salter,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Plant  Industry, 
Soils,  and  Agr'l  Engineering,  confer  with  State  officials  at  Ohio  State  Univ. 

Lincoln,  Neb.  -  Nov.  16-17  -  D.B.  Lasseter,  Administrator,   Farmers  Home  Admin., 
confer  with  State  Director  Ernest  Frisch. 

4-H  Interview  Suggestions 

For  the  benefit  of  anyone  at  the  4-H  Club  Congress  in  Chicago  who  has 
trouble  getting  conversation  started  with  4-H  delegates,  we're  enclosing  a  1- 
page  list  of  things  that  the  4-H  girls  and  boys  are  in  a  position  to  talk  about. 

Fruit  Price  Trends 


Growers  are  expected  to  get  somewhat  higher  prices  for  apples  and  pears 
this  fall  and  winter  than  last  because  of  smaller  crops.     But  BAE  indicates  that 
prices  for  cranberries  and  most  tree  nuts  are  expected  to  be  lower  because  of 
record  production,. 

Prices  for  citrus  fruits,  grapes,  and  dried  prunes  probably  will  run  about 
the  same  as  last  year. 


AMONG 


OURSELVES 


Ideas  for  NARFD  Discussion? 

RED  Dick  Kathe  of  WGAR  in  Cleveland  writes  that  he  and  RFD  Wallace  Kadde-rly 
of  KGW  in  Portland,  Oreg.,  have  been  selected  as  co-chairmen  of  an  NARFD  session 
at  Chicago,  Nov.  27,  on  "RED's  Look  at  Some  Basic  Issues." 

Paul  Visser,  Assistant  Director  of  Agriculture  for  NBC  (who  has  been  plan- 
ning the  NARFD  Chicago  meeting)  has  suggested  the  following  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion: 

1)  Objectives  of  farm  radio,  2)  news  sources,  3)  selection  and  rejection  of 
material,  4)  program  format,  5)  handling  of  interviews,  6)  farm  program  promo- 
tion, 7)  listener  response. 

Dick  says  he  and  Wallace  would  like  additional  suggestions  from  RED's,  in- 
cluding the  newer  RED's,  as  to  topics  to  be  discussed. 


WOW  European  Trip  Taking  Shape 

RFD  Mai  Hansen  of '  WOW  reports  plans  for  his  European  trip  with  a  party  "of 
25  Midwestern  farmers  to  -be  "shaping  up  in  fine  style."    Mai  reports  excellent 
cooperation  in  getting  set  for  recordings  in  England,   France,   Switzerland,  Den- 
mark, and  Holland.     A  number  of  the-  fellows  including  Tom  Page  of  WNBC  and  Phi 1 
Alampi  of  WJZ  in  New  York,  Cliff  'Gray  of  WSPA  in  Spartanburg,  S.Car.,  Dick  Kathe 
of  WGAR  in  Cleveland,  and  John  Baker  of  WLS  in  Chicago  have  asked  for  transcrip- 
tions or  broadcasts  either  before  or  after  the  trip,  or  both. 

AAACE  Names  Radio  Committee 

The  new  radio  committee  set  up  by  the-'  American  Association  of  Agricultural- 
College  Editors  includes  Rex  Brown,  Director  of  Information  for  Colorado  A  &  M, 
as  chairman. ....  and  Lane  Palmer  of  North  Carolina, .  .'.Burnis  Arnold  of  "Oklahoma, , ...... 

Anna  Jim  Holman  of  Washington  State ....  Richard  Cech  of  Ohio..., and  Ken  Gapen  of 

USDA. 


Leckrone  Joins  Indiana  Staff 

Jim  Miles  of  WBAA  at  Purdue  University  in  Indiana  reports  that  Harry  ("Shake") 
Leckrone  "pulled  in  town  last  Sunday,   Oct.  30,  and  reported  to  work  bright  and 
early  Monday,  Nov,  1st."    Recently  of  WCNT  in  Centralia,  111.,  "Shake"  takes  the 
place  of  Harold  J.  Schmitz,  who  r<=>oently  left  Purdue  to  go  with  KFEQ  at  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.  ':'  

Mobile  Recording  Unit  at  Club  Congress 


Marshall  Wells,  RFD  at  WGR,  Detroit  telephoned  this  week  to  tell  us  that 
WGR's  big  "studio"  bus  will  be  with  us  at  4-H  Congress  again  this  year,  and  the 
same  transcription  hospitatility  holds.     Joe  Tonkin  will  help  you  contact  Marshall 
at  the  Stevens. 
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AMONG      0  U  R  _S  E  L  V  E  £  (CONT'D) 

Page  Plans  Documentary 

RFD  Tom  Page  of  HVNBC  has  traveled  2,000  miles .devoted  a  year  (not  full- 
time,  of  course)  to  planning. ...  and  recorded  18  hours  of  interviews  to  get  first 
hand  information  for  a  30-minute  documentary  on  New  York  State's  3-college  train 
ing  program  to  provide  adequate  nursing  facilities  in  farm  communities.  He'll 
air  the  show  in  his  "Rural  Reporter,"  Friday,  Nov.  19  at  6;00-6;30.  Officials 
of  the  Nexv  York  State  Education  and  Health  departments  indicate  that  this  is  the 
first  comprehensive  radio  coverage  of  the  plan  to  help  relieve  the  critical 
shortage  of  nurses  in  rural  areas. 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  13.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 


Interview  Suggestions  -  4-H 
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FAQ  Conference  Highl i ght s 


RADIO  SERVICE 


November  19,  1948 


-         Some  3SO  celegates. .representing  the  57  member  nations  of  the  International 
Food  ana  Agriculture  Organization  of  United  Nations,.. ..met  here  Monday  of  this 
week,     ffith  a  minimum  of  talk  for  home  consumption,  they  have  gotten  their  teeth 
m  some  of  the  main  topics  on  the  agenda.       .  . 

Even  though  the  specter  of  food  shortages  still  hangs  over  the  conference, 
the  surplus-producing  countries. .including  the  U.S.  and  even  some  of  the  Latin 
American  countries..,. are  looking  ahead  to  the  time  when  at  least  they  will  be 
dealing  with  surpluses.    While  it's  not  the  direct  responsibility  of  T?AO,  pres- 
sure is  coming  from  the  producing  countries  to  give  serious  consideration  to  com- 
modity agreements.     Figuring  most  prominently  is  the  idea  of  revival  of  the  pro- 
posed wheat  agreement  which  died  in  Committee  in  the  U.S.  Congress.    Tire-  Inter- 
national Wheat  Council,   of  course,  would  have  to  renegotiate  prices. 

Another  question  coming  up  for  spirited  debate  is  the  choice  of  a  permanent 
site  for  FAO-- which  is  new  headquartered  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  U.S.  is  making 
a  strong  bid  to  have  Washington  continued  as  permanent  headquarters.  Meanwhile° 
Europe  is  pressing  hard  for  acceptance  of  Rome,  Copenhagen /or  Hapsburg  (Austria), 

Informational  and  educational  programs  are  also  to  come  in  for  considerable 
attention. 

The  conference  is  still  scheduled  to  break  up  next  Saturday. 

Thanksgiving  Dinner  Shows 

About  135  foreign  delegates  to  the  FAO  conference  have  accepted  invitations 
to  eat  Thanksgiving  Dinner  with  farm  families  in  nearby  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

.  Several  network  commentators  are  expected  to  join  the  dinner  parties,  to  " 
gain  backgrouna  for  their  evening  shows.  Scheduled  so  far  are  John  Edwards  and 
Martin  Agronsky  of  ABC,   ....and  Bill  Shadel  and  , Griff ing  Bancroft -of  CBS. 

Grain  Export  Tally 

About  391  million  bushels  of  grain  have  been  allocated  for  July-December 
export..,, compared  with  330  million  actually  exported  in  the  same  oeriod  last 
year. 
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PMA  Conference  in  St.  Louis 

About  350  PMA.  Federal,  State,  and  local  representatives  are  getting  together 
at  the  Jefferson  Hotel  in  St,  Louis,  Dec.  6-9  to  review  PMA  programs.    'In  addi- 
tion to  general  conference  discussions,  5  working  committees  will  review  the  sta- 
tus of  programs  and  problems  ahead  in  conservation.,.,  .production  adjustment,... 
price  support. . . .marketings . , , administration. 

Secretary  Brannan,  Under  Secretary  Loveland,  PMA.  Administrator  Ralph  Trigg 
and  other  Department  officials  will  attend. 

The  5  PMA  area  information  chiefs  also  will  be  on  hand. 


Sugar  Requirement  Hearings 

This  week,  USDA  held  hearings  on  sugar  requirement s- for  the  continental  U.S. 
during  the  coming  year.    Estimates  submitted  ranged  from  3,900,000  tons  recom- 
mended by  producers  and  processors. ... .to  7,940,000  by  consumers.     For  '48,  the 
original  estimate  was  7, 800,000...  ..with  a  final  total  of  7,200,000. 

USDA  expects  to  issue  a  decision  on  requirements  in  December. 

Potato  Price  Support,  Goal  Issued 

USDA  announced  this  week  '49  support  prices  for  Irish  potatoes  at  60%  of 
parity, ,. .and  a  goal  of  1,938,300  acres,  or  about  200,000  below  this  year's 
planted  acreage. 

Commenting  on  the  announcement,  Secretary  Brannan  said,   "I  have  been  ex- 
tremely reluctant  to  approve  the  lowering  of  the  support  price  for  potatoes,... 
I  want  it  clearly  understood  that  this  figure  applies  to  potatoes  only,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  precedent  or  as  the  attitude  of  this  Department  in 
establishing  the  general  level  of  price  supports  under  our  new  legislation," 

We  mailed  you  the  complete  announcement. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Chicago  -  Dec,  1-2  —   'pr.  R.M.  Salter,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Plant.  Industry,  Soils,. 

and  Agricultural  Engineering,  at  LaSalle  Hotel  while  attending  meeting  "Hybrid 
Corn  Division  of  The  American  Feed  Trade  Association." 

Chicago  -  Nov.  26-28  —  O.E.  Reed,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry,  will  attend 
"American  Society  of. Animal  Production."     Contact:  Sherman  Hotel. 

Madison,  Wise.  -  Nov.  29  and  St..  Paul,  Minn.  ;-  Nov,  30  — •  G,F,  Geissler,  Manager, 
Earll  Nikkei,  Chief,  Sales  Programs  Division,  and  John  Thompson,  Northern  Area 
Director,  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation;  Huron,  Sapak,  -  Dec.  1  —  Geissler 

and  Nikkei;  Jamestown,  H,Dak,  -  Dec.  3  —  Geissler,  Nikkei  and  E.W.  ..Anderson-,  ■'  

Western  Pres.  Director.    Meetings  on  spring  wheat  6ales  campaign  for  crop  insurance 
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Science  via  TV  —  by  Dana  D.  Reynolds 

RFD's  looking  for  toe-holds  in  TV  during  this  interim  period  when  the  bulk 
of  the  dipoles  are  on  city  roofs  may  get  one  idea  for  agricultural  shows ... .with 
appeals  broad  enough  to  hold  the  general  audience . „ from  "The  Nature  of  Things,'1 
by  Dr.  Roy  K.  Marshall,  over  NBC-TV.     The  central  idea  in  this  Thursday  night 
(8:15)  show  may  hold  good  even  after  straight  farm  TV  shows  hit  their  stride. 

Yes,  this  is  a  science  show  —  pretty  pure  science,  in  fact.     But  don't  let 
that  scare  you  just  yet. 

Catering  tc  the  Museum  Instinct 

Stepping  out  of  Philadelphia's  Franklin  Institute, „. .across  the  street  (fig- 
uratively speaking)  into  the  WPTZ  studio .♦, .Dr.  Marshall  may  seem  to  hold  unique 
advantages  for  TV  programming,  peculiar  to  his  tvpe  of  situation.    Well,  he  does 
draw  heavily  on  years  of  museum  background  for  his  show.     Even  uses  some  of  the 
easily-portablo  museum  pieces  for  props.     It's  questionable,  however,  whether  he 
has  any  more,  or  better  information  and  props,  than  available  to  the  RFD  from 
his  State  experiment  station,  and  elsewhere. 

But  Dr.  Marshall  disdainfully  rejects  any  dependence  on  novelty  items,  and 
gadgets  in  general,  for  their  own  sake.     In  fact,  he  cites  the  recent  demise  of 
2  TV  shows  parading  the  ingenious  creations  of  modern  mechanical  and  electrical 
wizards  —  creations  coming  as  close  to  the  viewer  as  new-fangled  toasters  and 
washing  machines.     Dr.  Marshall  thinks  one  weakness  of  the  shows  was  a  rather 
confusing  assortment  of1  gadgets.    In  his  show,  on  the  other  hand,  he  carries 
through  a  thread  of  science,  with  the  gadgets  demoted  to  supportive,  example  roles. 

Pure,  Pure  Science 


How  pure  is  Dr.  Marshall's  science? 

Well,  most  popular  of  a  year's  shows  dealt  with  atomic  energy.     Next  came 
the  fourth  dimension  dealing  with. „ . .well ,  you  know,  the  four  determinations 
necessary  to  fix  a  line  in  space.    And  then  a  couple  of  shows  about  the  human  eye. 

Searching  for  comparable  general-interest  topics  in  agricultural  science, 
perhaps  you  hit  upon  the  new  weed  killers.     Nearly  everyone  has  a  weed  problem. 
But,  on  second  thought,  what  shout  the  children,  the  apartment  dwellers,  the  lazy, 
the  indifferent?    Anyway,  Dr,  Marshall  begins  to  twist  that  idea  around  into  a 
general  feature  on  how  plants  grow. .. .bringing  out  the  role  of  hormones. .. .the 
effects  of  different  hormones. .. .examples  (with  materials  to  illustrate)-  of  how 
various  amounts  of  hormones  affect  poison  ivy  leaves,  dandelions,  apples   (as  a 
" stick-um"  spray),  etc.     Ey  the  time  he's  through,  he  at  least  has  titillated 
the  average  person's  persistent  curiosity  about  living  processes. .. .perhaps  at 
least  afforded  some  inferential  sidelights  on  the  workings  of  human  hormones.... 
offered'  some  cues  to  owners  of  weeds,  flowers,  vegetable  plants,  and  fruit  trees 
,,,,and  helped  some  school  children  on  their  home  work. 

You  soon  begin  to  project  in  your  own  mind  similar  treatment  of  other  agri- 
cultural topics  of  greater  or  lesser  breadth  —  plant  and  animal  genetics,  ani- 
mal nutrition  and  disease,  photosynthesis. 
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Science  via  TV  (Continued)  .  •     _     .   ; 

Even  a  relatively  minor  piece  of  research  about  a  new  fertilizer  formula 
for  cabbage-  begins  to  arrange  itself  in  your  mind  as  part  of  a  piece  about  hem 
plants  eat        or  how  a  cabbage  eats,  if  you  please  —  with  incidental  reference 
to  the-  effect  of  more  nitrogen  or  phosphorus  on  the  cabbage.     Or  at  least  it  does 
under  Dr.  Marshall's  tutelage. 

■  ■.  ,  About  the  Strategy  * 

Underlying  Dr.  Marshall's  presentations  is  a  rather  definitely-conceived 
strategy.     It  includes! 

-:  Play  to  the  universal  appeal  of  —  the  preoccupation  with  —  the  imponderable. 

At  the  same  time,  provide  (subtly!)  as  many  hand-holds  as  feasible  for  vari- 
ous interest  groups  in  y«ur  audience  —  the  scientifically  curious,  the 
^-owners  of  the  potted  plants  and  the  fruit  trees,  and  others. 

Offer  just  enough  implication  of  applications  to  prompt  the  viewer  to  go  of 
his  own  volition  (you  don't  tell  him  to)  to  the  county  agent  or  college 
of  agriculture  for  more  information. 

•  :  Marshall  in  Operation 


-    -Dr.  Marshall's  presentation  is  simple  and  direct.- :,No  foils  —  sweater-type, 
or  otherwise .     It's  just,   "Good  evening  friends.     I'm  going  to  talk  -with  you 
again  tonight  about  clocks."    And  then  it's  15  minutes  of  what  he  calls  his 
"patter,"  and  his  gadgets  and  chalk  talk.     (This,  of  course,  is  not  to  suggest 
that  another  scientist  might  not  profit  greatly  from  the  support,  say,  of  an 
RFD  in  the  show  with  him.) 

When  Marshall  uses  some  current  angle  as  a  take-off  for  a  lecture  (such  as 
a  comet  in  the  - news  as  a  basis  for  a  sitory  on  comets  in  general),  his  formula 
is:     Start  with  applicati on. . . . then  the  .  underlying  scientific  story. .. .ending 
with  the  application  as  a  tag  line,  -  •• 

Other  points  about  technique  includes 

Tell  the  same  principle  in  several  different  ways  to  make  sure  the  audience 
gets  -it  --  without  insulting  anybody's  intelligence.     For :"  example ,  now  here's 
the  way  this  phosphorus  deficiency  shows. up  in  rabbits . .«., and  here  it  is  in 
pigs  etc.  .... 

When  you  introduce,    say,  a  chicken  as  exhibit  material,  instantly  direct 
attention  to  the  one  point  about  the  bird  you  want  to  di scuss . . . .hold  attention 
on  that  one  point  as  long  as  necessary. ...  and  then  dispose  of  the  prop.  Don't 
let  attentions  wander  to  othe r . points.  . 

Play  on  the  things  the  scientists  don't  know  —  the  public  likes  it. 

How -the  Audience  Reacts 

Marshall  has  had  years  of  experience  studying  audience  reaction.  Partly 
through  eavesdropping  on  museum  visitors  taking  in  exhibits  and  lectures.  More 
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Science  via  TV  (Continued) 

particularly  from  "stool  pigeons"  among  guards  and  attendants  at  some  of  his 
thousands  of  lectures.     A  lady  may  pump  his  hand  with,   "Dr.  Marshall,  I've  always 
wanted  to  meet  you.     That  was  wonderful,"    But  if  a  guard  hears  that  lady  or 
someone  else  muttering  (on  the  way  out  the  door),  "I  got  pretty  bored  when  he  was 
talking 'about  so  and  so,"  Dr.  Marshall  starts  stock-taking,' -  The  doctor  suggests 
that  we  might  get  candid,  illuminating  reactions  to  TV  shows  by  planting  a  hid- 
den mike  in  the  midst  of  unsuspecting  televiewers. 

As  to  his  TV  show,  Dr.  Marshall  has  a  considerable  volume  of  correspondence 
—  with  178  letters  week  before  last,  for  example.    Also,  he  carried. top  rating 
on  polls  of  Eastern  stations.     Even  now,  with  high-powered  entertainment  and 
other  shows  rapidly  emerging,  he  has  just  had  renewal  of  sponsorship  of  his  show 
up  into  March — which  will  make  him  a  "veteran"  of  a  full  year  in  television. 

With  an  eye  to  promotion,  Dr.  Marshall  suggests  relating  topics  discussed 
to  things  of  current  interest  to  school  children  —  or  4-H  club  members,  too,  for 
that  matter.     The  kids  like  to  do  their  home  work  from  the  TV  screen, .it  saves 
parents  a  lot  of  rummaging  through  encyclopedias, ,. .and  holds  the  attention  of 
the  entire  family. 

A  Moral  or  So 

All  of  you  who  have  been  through  the  past  two  decades  of  AM  radio  recall 
the  marvelous  feeling  of  emancipation  with  the  demise  and  burial  of  the  old  col- 
lege-type, or  scientific,  lecture.     You  may  shudder  at  the  thought  of  its  rein- 
carnation via  TV.    Well,  TV  seems  to  offer  a  much  better  opportunity  to  do  sci- 
ence shows  effectively  than  AM  does.     Having  said  that,  however,  it's  only  fair 
to  offer  you  complete  moral  support  in  requiring  any  would-be  Roy  Marshall  to 
pass  muster,  for  personality  and  techniques,  in  a  dry  run.     After  all,  science 
on  TV  can  be  just  as  terrible  as  in  any  other  way. 

Perhaps  it's  even  in  order  to  re-introduce  a  thought  that  some  of  us  in  AM 
have  kicked  around  for  a  number  of  years.     Nearly  every  institution  has  one  or 
more  members  of  the   staff  thoroughly  grounded  in  science. ,. .who  radiate  author- 
ity....and  have  a  flair  for  presenting  science  in  a  simple,  intriguing  way.  Can 
a  job  as  contact  with  thousands  of  people  (whether  by  TV  or  otherwise)  be  made 
appealing  enough  to  wean  him  away  from  his  experimentation  or  administration  in 
science?    Will  the  institution  sanction  such  an  arrangement? 

In  Conclusion 


Well,  this  piece  is  thrown  out  much  as  one  of  Dr.  Marshall's  lectures  a 
bit  of  pure  TV  programming  "science"  so  far  as  your  practical  day-to-day  TV 
operation  is  concerned. 

Perhaps  this  idea  has  broad  enough  implications  that  you  could  get  some 
special  help  from  the   station  in  the  interest  of  a  general  audience  feature. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Radio  and  ^TV  at  Club  Congress 

As  Joe  Tonkin  sailed  out  the  door  yesterday,  headed  for  Chicago,  he  tossed 
over  his  shoulder  some  vital  statistics  about  radio  and  TV  coverage  of  the  4-H 
Congress.    .His  information  up -to  yesterday  was:     7  AM  network  shows. ..,3  wire  and 
tape  recording  rooms. ...  direct  lines  from  WCCO  in  Minneapolis,  KLZ  in  Denver,  and 
KFAB  in  Lincoln. .« .WJR  Detroit  en  hand  with  a  studio -bus. 

International  coverage  is  coming  more  to  the  fore  with  Voice  of  America 
scheduled  to  make  transcriptions  for  over-seas  transmissi on. , . ,BBC  and  CBC  ex- 
pected to  provide. coverage  again. ...  and  with  some  coverage  slated  for  Australia's 
ABC.     Extension  editor  Jose  G-onzalez-Saldana  of  Puerto  Rico  is  to  be  foreign  con- 
tact man  ©n  the  Congress  radio  committee. 

TV  also  is  emerging  with  reports  of  2  NBC  shows.... 1  WENR-TV. . .  .at  least  2 
WGN. ...and  possibly  others. 


USDA  TV  Research 

Tom  Noone  and  Maynard  Speece  are  back  from  a  couple  of  weeks  in  Cleveland 
where  they  cooperated  with  Jim  Chapman  in  a  TV  pre -Thanksgiving  show  over  WNBK, . . 
and  tried  out  various  types  of  film  and  othe r  visuals  "dry  run"  in  the  studio,  as 
part  of  the  Department's  TV  research  project.     We'll  give  you  more  about  this 
later. 

The  boys  will  head  to  New  York  next  week  where  they  will  join  Don  Lerch  of 
CBS  in  a  Thanksgiving  Day-  show  over  WCBS,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.     The  show  is  being 
offered  to  the  Eastern  net.     This  show  will  provide  tests  of  film  and  still  pic- 
ture questions.    A  cost  record  will  be  kept.     More  about  the  show  later. 


Briefs  • 

Kansas  State  Agricultural  College  was  scheduled  to.  go  on  the  air  last  Sat- 
urday  with  the  college  'TV  station,  WOXBV  —  the  first  TV  station  in  Kansas.,.;. 
A  week  ago  Friday,  WGY  "aT  Schenectady  observed,  the  23rd  anniversary  of  its  noon- 
time Farm  Paper  of  the  Air,  and  its  Friday  night  Farm  Forum.     In  honor  of  the 
occasion,  it  originated  the  Farm  Forum  from  the  home  of  the  oldest  active  farmer 
in  the  WGY  area. . . . . .Extensi on  Editor  George  Round  reports  about  35  farm  press 

and  radio  folks  from  all  over  the  Midwest  at  Nebraska ' s  second  annual  open  house 

at  Lincoln,  Nov.  5-6  Georgia's  College  of  Agriculture  has  put  out  a  little 

printed  foider  on  the  lessons  learned  by  146  Georgians,  who  visited  the  N.ortheast 
and  Midwest  oh  a"  Georgia  Better  Farms  Tour. 

About  Roy  Marshall 

Dr.  Roy  Marshall  approaches  TV  (see  p. 3    this  issue),  with  a  background  of 
almost  4,000  planetarium  demonstrations  in  Chicago,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia... 
175  public  lectures  on  atomic  energy. .. .and  millions  of  words  for  print.  Prior 
to  TV,  he  had  done  about  200  radio  broadcasts  in  Philadelphia,  including  67  he 
designed,  produced,  and  narrated  for  the  schools.     In  his  radio  shows,  he  used 
dialogue,  sound  effects,  etc. 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 

About  Roy  Marshall  (Continued) 

Discussing  with  Dana  Reynolds  his  theories  of  successful  science  presenta- 
tions, Dr.  Marshall  stressed  a  liking  for  people,  and  extroversion.     And,  ''When 
a  scientist  doesn't  listen  to  Bob  Hope  and  Duke  Ellington,  when  the  only  programs 
on  Sunday  he  listens  to  are  the  symphonies,  he  will  never  get  across  to  the  av- 
erage citizen." 

Farm  Shows  Heard  in  Turkey 

From  Ankara,  Turkey,  comes  word  from  U.S.  agricultural  attache  Charles  Enlow 
that  he  is  hearing  ABC's  American  Farmer ... ,and  NBC's  Farm  and  Home  Hour.,., 
through  "Voice  of  America,"     He  says,  "On  Oct,  23,  at  6:30  p.m.  local  time,  we 
had  the  VOA  through  Munich  and  heard  Hank  Miller  at  Indianapolis  interviewing 
Gilmer  Stewart,  livestock  man  and  'corn  and  hog'  farmer.     It  was  simply  excellent 
Would  be  grateful  if  you  would  tell  them  we  enjoyed  the  program," 

Charlie  goes  on  with  some  general  favorable  reaction  to  VOA. 

For  years,  Charlie  was  in  USDA        in  BPI's  Forage  Crops  and  Diseases,  and 
later  in  SCS. 


CBS  Thanksgiving  Series 

Starting  Monday,  the  22nd,  CBS  is  running  a  special  Thanksgiving  Week  series 
of  shows,  "You  and  the  Harvest."     The  shows  are  set  for  6:00  to  6:30  EST. 

Agricultural  Director  Don  Lerch  will  discuss  the  science  and  know-how  behind 
this  year's  record  crops  with  various  authorities  and  others: 

Monday,  "The  Miracle  Harvest,"  with  Roger  Fleming,  American  Farm  Bureau; 
Tuesday,  "The  World  Harvest,"  with  N.E.  Dodd  of  FAO;  Wednesday,  "New  England 
Thanksgiving  Dinner,"  with  farm  woman  living  near  Plymouth  Rock;  Thursday,  "The 
Thanksgiving  Feast,"  with  Dean  William  Martin  of  Rutgers;  Friday,  "How  to  Live 
with  Plenty,"  Fred  Bailey,  Washington  farm  analyst. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Encl osure  s : 


Launch  National  4-H  Club  Foundation  of  .America 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RADIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

November  26,  1948 

FAQ,  Conference  Highlights  ...  .... 

As  the  Fourth  Annual  Conference  of  the  International  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  draws  to  a  close  here,  the  general  feeling  is  that  FAO  has  come  of 
age. 

Previous  conferences  have  struggled  with  details  of  constitutional  amend- 
ments, administrative  matters,  and  finances.    This  time,  the  new  "world-wide  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  "began  to  see  emerging  a  concrete  plan  of  operation. . . . 
dealing  with  use  of  improved  seed,  control  of  rinderpest  and  other  livestocks, 
diseases,  and  similar  projects. 

Quickening  the  hopes  and  plans  of  conference  members  was  President  Truman's 
to-the -point  pledge  of  cooperation  in  various  major  FAO  operations,  including 
help  in  setting  up'  Extension  programs  in  other  countries  similar  to  our  own. 

Wheat  Agreement  Discussed 

Throughout  the  conference  there  has  "been  an  undercurrent  of  interest }  rumor, 
and  speculation  a"bout  possible  action  on  the  international  wheat  agreement.... 
which  had  "been  ratified  "by  most  Governments  concerned  except  the  United  States..., 
and  then  died  in  the  last  Congress.    Encouraged  "by  support  from  the  TJ.  S.  (includ- 
ing a  statement  "by  the  President) ,  the  conference  pushed  for  reopening  of  the  pro- 
posed agreement.    Latest  prospects  are  that  the  interim  committee  of  the  Interna- 
tional Whe at  Council  will  recommend  reconvening  the  council  about  Jan.  25.  Presi- 
dent Truman  said,  he  would  pass  such  an  agreement  on  to  Congress,  with  good  chan- 
ces that  it  would  "be  adopted  this  time. 

Back  of  the  keen  interest  of  the  U.  S.  delegation  in  the  wheat  agreement  is 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  world  wheat  market  is  "being  sewed  up  "by  "bilateral  agree- 
ments negotiated  "by  other  wheat  exporting  nations,  and  the  major  importing  coun- 
tries. 

Senator  Aiken,  speaking' for  the  U.  S.  delegation,'  urged  immediate  study  of 
the  need  for  extension  of  commodity  agreements  to  other  key  commodities.  Taking 
note  of  a  major  FAO  objective  to  improve  food  supplies  in  underfed  countries,  the 
Senator  said,   "I  am  convinced  that  the  key  to  increased  world  food  production  in 
the  immediate  future  lies  in  the  assurance  to  producers  of  the  great  commercial 
exporting  nations  that  they  will  not  he  penalized  for  increased  production  by  the 
accumulation  of  so-called  "surpluses "--"surpluses",  mind  you,  for  which  the  hungry 
of  the  world  will  be  crying." 

(Continued  on  Page  -2-) 
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PMA  Briefs 

PMA  reports  that  grain  loans  and  purchase  agreements  are  running  about  as  ex- 
pected ...  .with  nearly  217  million  "bushels  of  wheat  under  loan  or  agreement  so  far. 
Wheat  prices- have  "been  registering  above  price  support  levels. 

The  Nov.  2k  report  on  corn  indicated  1,350,000  "bushels  put  under  loan  and 
purchase  agreements  in  October . . , .more  than  usual  for  that  period.  ( 

With  recent  improvement  in  prices  of  soybeans,  and  flaxseed,  there  is  less 
anxiety  about  the  market  situation,    PMA  has  bought  none  of  either  commodity  for 
some  time. 

Purchases  of  rkQ  crop  potatoes  through  Nov.  22  totaled  39,910,972  cwt.  Of 
that  amount,  1,288,7^1  cwt,  went  for  direct  distribution. . . ,9,836,912  cwt.  for 

livestock  feed  19, ^99, 989  cwt.  for  alcohol. .. ,171, 5^2  cwt.  for  export..,. 

6,823,851+  cwt.  for  flour. ...1,30^,641  cwt.  for  starch. ... 761, 277  cwt,  for  dehydra- 
tion. ,. .185,157  cwt.  for  storage. 

About  the  first  of  the  year,  PMA  will  have  ready  for  distribution  three  pam- 
phlets on  standards  for  egg  packs  and  package  specifications.    They  will  deal  with 
shell,  dried,  and  frozen  eggs. 

JAO  (C®-nt'd)  Youth  Congress  Proposed 

A  resolution  was  introduced  for  an  International  FAO  Youth  Week.  ...and  an  In- 
ternational Youth  Congress  early  next  September,  near  Brussels.     Our  Extension 
Service  gave  its  blessing,  and' pledged  that  it  would  have  delegates  on  hand  for 
such  a  congress.    The  conference  deferred  choice  of  a  permanent  site  for  FAO  head- 
quarters --until  next  year.    Various  delegates  will  visit  State  Extension  Services 
on  their  way  across  country.    You  might  check  with  your  editor  for  leads  on  any 
passing  your  way. 

* .  ,  ;  .       ■       .  President  Truman  on  FAO  ■  - 

President  Truman  told  the  FAO.  delegates  Wednesday  that  "the  world  has  many 
food  problems  ahead  of  it,  and  the  peoples  of  the  world  are  counting  on  FAO  for  a 
major  part  of  the  work  in  solving  those  problems.      Indicating  that  one  of  the 
first  jobs  is  to  rebuild  war-torn  countries,  he  said  that  building  up  those  coun- 
tries with,  little  to  build  on  is  even  more  difficult.    The- President. promised  that 
this  country  will  continue  to  send  its  experts  wherever  FAO  believes  they  are  need- 
ed,. ..and  that  it  will  help  develop  extension  programs  in  other  countries. 

Turning  to  marketing  and  distribution  problems,  President  Truman  said,  "I 
look  to  the  general  pattern  of  the  Wheat  Agreement  as  one  which  might  be  followed 
for  other  commodities.    Stability  is  one  of  the  foundations  of  peace.  National 
emotions  too  often  rise  and  fall  with  changes  in  commodity  prices^  We  are  count- 
ing on  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  to  remove  some  of  the  instability  from 
farm  production.. and  farm  prices  around  the  world,  and  thus  to  remove  some  of  the 
causes,  of  international  friction.".. 
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CBS -USDA  Thanksgiving  TV  Show 

Yesterday ,  CBS  and  USDA  cooperated • in  presenting  a- Thanksgiving  Day  show  -- 
"Thanksgiving  Miracle"  --  over  the  CBS  Eastern  Net  --  I2;30  to  1:00 -p.m. 

CBS  Agricultural  Director  Don  Lerch  spearheaded  a  four-way  discussion  in- 
cluding CBS  Country  Journal 'home  editor ,  Virginia  Tat urn. .and  Tom  Noone  and 
Maynard  Speece  of  our  shop.    The  foursome  provided  the  continuity  through  the 
show,  with  literal  use  of  visual  supports  of  various  kinds.    Contrasting  the  food 
on  the  first  Thanksgiving  table  with  the  present,  the  show  told  the  story  of  sci- 
ence's contribution -to  more  diversified- and  "bountiful  harvests ,  U.  S.  success  in 
keeping  food  production  ahead  of  population  increase ... .and  gave  a  kind  of  over- 
all documentary  picture  story,  of  U.S.  faming  and  harvesting  operations.  Singled 
out  for  particular  attention  was  the  story  of  the "development  of  new-type  turkeys 
and  improvement  in  --  and  increases  in  yields  of  --  corn  from  the  days  of  the  ori- 
ginal Indian  maize.  •  Along  with  the  corn  story,  were  pictures  of  erosion  damage 
under  old-fashioned  farming  methods,  and  new  conservation  farming.-    The  show  also 
included  movie  sequences  showing  harvesting  operations  with  modern  cotton,  hay, 
wheat,  corn,  and  other  harvesting  equipment. 

As  a  finale,  the  four  sat  down  to  a  Thanksgiving  dinner       with  a  "blessing 
offered  for  the  "bountiful  harvest. 

This  show  represented  USDA's  first  network" participation  in  the  Television 
■Research  Project,  set  up  with  funds  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act.:  -.- 

A  later  report  will  give  full- details  of  the  show  --.format^  costs, "etc. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Albany,  Calif.  -  Nov.  29-Dec.  10  -  G.  E.  Bilbert,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Agr'l  Industrial 
Chemistry,  at  Western  Regional  Research  Laboratory. 

Chattanooga,  Term.  -  Dec*  1  -  Percy  N.  Annand,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine,  conduct  hearing  on  White  Fringed  Beetle. 

Chi cago  -  Dec.  5;  Omaha  -  Dec.  6-8;-  St.  Paul  -  Dec.  9  -  Dillard  B.  Lasseter,  Ad- 
ministrator, Farmers  Home  Admin.,  for  State  meetings-.  i 

Foreign  Visitor  '   :  '    •  . 

••••  •  "  •  •  : 

Sir  Da tar  Singh,  Vice -Chairman  of  Council  of  Agricultural  Research  in  India; 
Nor.  30 -Dec.  1  at  TVA  in  Khoxville  --  contact,  W.  L.  Sturteyant;  Dec,  2-3  at  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee  --  contact,  J.  H/McLecd  of  Agr'l.  Ext.  Service;  Dec.  6-7  at 
Agr'l.  Expt.  Station,  Los1  Angeles  --  contact,  R.  W.  Hodgson;  Dec.  8-9  at  Agr'l; 
'Expt.  Station,  Riverside  --  contact,  Dr.  L.  D.  Batchelor;  Dec.  10,  Melloland  Field 
Station,  El  Centro  --  contact  Dr.  Ittner.  .  • 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME)" 

Saturday,  Dec.  k  and  11 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News 


/ 

Gleanings  from  NAKFD  Letter 

KFD  Hal  Totten  of  WGN  in  Chi cago . . . . and  Secretary-Treasurer  of  NAKFD. . . . 
"hits  the  street"  -with  a  "big  convention  issue  of  the  NAKFD  Letter  just  as  the 
EFD's  head  for  their  annual  conclave  in  Chicago. 

Hal  lists  170  members  of  NARFD* . 0 .of  whom  13 8  have  paid  their  'kQ  dues.  In 
addition,  there  are  three  honorary  members. 

Appended  to  the  Letter  are  15  or  20  pages  of  summaries  of  NARFD  committee 
reports  to  he  made  at  the  annual  meeting,    Scanning  these  summaries,  we  note  a 
recommendation  that  NAKFD  cooperate  with  AMCE  and  the  colleges  to  get  informa- 
tion ahout  institutions-  -offering  farm  radio  courses,  and  leads  on  graduates  in- 
terested in  entering  the  farm  radio  field. 

The  Awards  Committee  finds  that  ahout  18  current  members  of  NAKFD  have  "been 
in  farm  broadcasting  more  than  ten  years. . . .and  at  least  six  more  than  20  years. 


Another  committee  recommends  a  manual  for  new  KFDT  s  dealing  with  types  and 
courses  of  information  for  KFD's,  promotion  projects,  sponsor  relations,  manage- 
ment relations,  and  other  pertinent  subjects. 

On  the  matter  of  professional  guidance,  still  another  committee  is  depending 
on  NAKFD  members  to  list  jobs  wanted  and  jobs  going  begging. . . .with  these  to  be 
carried  in  the  NAKFD  Letter,  This  same  committee  is  taking  two  tacks  on  training 
prospective  and  new  KFDrs:  l)  Present  KFD's  to  offer  those  seeking  information 
apprenticeships,  and  short  visits,  with  established  farm  departments,  and  general 
counsel;  and  2)  a  plan  under  way  for  KFD's  to  give  certain  information  to  journal- 
ism schools  in  their  vicinity. 

We  previously  carried  in  our  USDA.  KFD  Letter  summaries  of  NAKFD  committee 
reports  on  farm  programs  over  the  country,  and  on  BFD -Extension  relations. 

New  Publications 


"A  Breeding  Experiment  with  HolsteJ.n  Cattle  at  the  Huntley,  Mont.,  Field  Station" 
was  started  in  '18  to  demonstrate  that.. „. by  using  a  succession  of  good  proved 
sires.... a  herd  could  be  developed  approaching  homozygosity  (purity)  in  its  inher- 
itance for  high  levels  of  milk  and  butterfat  production.    The  16  foundation  cows 
averaged  17,524  pounds  of  milk  and  601  pounds  of  butterfat.    The  183  female  de- 
scendants of  these  cows..,. and  of  the  10  sires  used. .averaged  17,^91  pounds  of 
milk  and  629  pounds  of  butterfat.     (Tech.  Bui.  No.  965.) 

"Efficient  Use  of  Eood_  Re£ource  s_  in  the  United  States"  --It  would  be  possible  to 
provide  a  market  for  all  the  food  that  can  be  produced  in  the  near  future  by  chang- 
ing the  national  consumption  pattern  to  include  more  of  the  products ' people  want 
and  would  buy  in. larger  quantities  if  they  had  enough  income.    Shifts  in  produc- 
tion necessary  to  improve  diets  (in  light 'of  all  possibilities  considered  in  this 
bulletin)  include  more  whole-milk  products,  citrus  fruit  and  tomatoes,  and  leafy, 
green,  and  yellow  vegetables.    This  100-page  bulletin  sizes  up  trends,  and  desir- 
able adjustments,  in  food  production  and  use.     (Tech.  Bui. ..No.  963.)    '  ' 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Alampi  on  TV  with  Carving  Show 


RED  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  in  New  York  fed  the  ABC-  Eastern  net  Wednesday  evening 
with  a  15-minute  pre -Thanksgiving  dinner  show  featuring  the  "science"  of  carv- 
ing a  turkey. 

The  camera  opened  up  on  a  dining  room,-  with  Phil  emerging  through  the  por- 
tieres. ..  .and  guests  filing  in  from  the  side  and  "being  greeted  "by  Phil; 

Following  the  carving,  the  party  waded  into  the  dinner-,  with  the  conversa- 
tion for  the  rest  of  the  dinner  period  a  mixture  of  pleasantries  and  side  lights 
on  turkeys,  turkey  "breeding,  cranberries,  turkey  stuffings,  and  related  matters. 

Pennsylvania  Radio  Study 

Pennsylvania  Extension  has  just  printed  a  cooperative  Pennsylvania -USDA  radio 
listener  rt.j.c.y  made  in  Berks,  Lycoming,  and  Mercer  counties. 

Amcrng  the  men  —  the  most  frequent  listeners  to  agents'  radio  programs  are 
the  ful.1-  time  farmers,  with  some  high  school  education,  and  "between  35  an(i 
years  6Xdc    There  is  a  decided  preference  for  noontime  broadcasts.    Radio  reaches 
about  as  many  people  who  have  no  contact  with  Extension  through  meetings  and  Ex- 
tension-sponsored organizations,  as  it  does -those  who  do  have  such  contacts. 

Among  the  women  --  from  20  to  kO<fo  of  the  women  in  the  three  counties  are 
reached  in  the  course  of  a  month. .. .and  over  half  during  the  year.    The  women  al- 
so prefer  noontime  "broadcasts.        -'  .  .. 

You  can  get  a  copy  of  the  study  from  Elton  Tait,  Extension  Radio  Specialist, 
State  College,  Pennsylvania. 

Landscaping  School  of  Air-.     \  .-, 

Louisiana's  Extension  radio  specialist  --  Gilbert  Durbin  --  passes  along  a 
manual  for  "Louisiana's  Landscaping  School  of  the  Air."    The  "school"  includes 
eight  broadcasts  over  18  stations.    Gilbert  says,  total  enrollment  probably  will 
run  more  than  9,000. 

The  manual,  which  goes  to  each  person  enrolling,  outlines  the  subject  matter 
for  each  lesson. 

As  a  follow-up,  clinics  are  planned  for  various  parts  of  the  State  to  deal 
with  special  landscaping  problems  that  come  up. 

Wennblom  Goes  to  Farm  Journal 

Morton  Eenkin,  President  of  KS00  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  writes  that  former 
RFD  Ralph  Wennblom  has  joined "the  editorial  staff  of  the  Farm  Journal.    He  is 
looking  for  a  young  man  as  a  successor. 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONTINUED) 
Short -Wave  Listening  Guide 

Our  foreign  expert  at  large       Assistant  Extension  Editor  Ken  Boord  of  West 
Virginia  --  furnishes  us  a  list  of  short-wave  farm  "broadcasts  that  can  he  heard 
in  the  U.  S,  under  normal  conditions: 

British  Farmer  --  each  Tuesday  at  9:^5  P.  M.  EST  --  on  GEE/  9.825, 
GSL,  6.11,  and  GSB,  9-51  (especially  for  West  Coast). 

New  Zealand  Farm  Topics  --  from  Radio  New  Zeland,  Tuesdays  only  at 
2730  A.M.  EST  on  frequencies  of  11. 78  ("best)  and  15.28  (this  one 
usually  inaudible  to    poor  in  the  U.  S.). 

Agricultural  Bulletins       "beamed  to  North  America  on  Mondays  at  7:30 
A.M.  EST  from  VLB,  9.5^,  and  VLC7,  11.81,  to  East  Coast;  Mondays  at 
11:00  A.M.  EST  from  VLC3 ,  11.76,  and  VLB9,  9.615,  to  West  Coast;  Mondays 
at  6:00  P.M.  EST  from  VLA8,  11. 76  to  East  Coast;  and  on  Tuesdays  at  12  :30 
A.M.  EST  from  VLA5,  15-32,  and  VLC9,  17.84  (this  may  change  around  Dec.  1 
to  an  11.76  channel),  to  West  Coast. 


FAQ  Show  on  NBC -TV  Wednesday 

Richard  Earkness  will  do  a  show  on  FA0  in  his  regular  "Story  of  the  Week" 
over  NBC-TV,  Wednesday,  Dec.  1,  7:15  to  7:30  EST.    In  addition  to  stations  on  the 
Eastern  net  --  in  Washington,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  Schenectady  -- 
his  show  is  carried  later  "by  kinescope  film  recording  "by  NBC  outlets  in  Cleveland, 
St.  Louis,  Louisville,  Albuquerque ,  and  Salt  Lake  City.    Among  those  taking  part 
will  "be  N.  E.  Dodd,  Director-General  of  FA0, 

Cordially,'  , 

j 

Dana  D.  Reynolds 

Acting  Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosure :  . 
Statistical  Summary-72 
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